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STANDARD VARIETIES OF CHICKENS. 

There are eighty-seven standard and a large number of promiscuous 
varieties of chickens raised in this country. The standard varieties 
are divided as follows : 

(1) American class.—Barred, Buff, Pea-comb Barred, and White 
Plymouth Bocks; Silver, Golden, White, Buff, and Black Wyandottes; 
Black, Mottled, and White Javas; American Dominiques, and Jersey 
Blues. 

(2) Asiatic class.—Light and Dark Brahmas ; Buff, Partridge, White, 
and Black Cochins; Black and White Langshans. 

(3) Mediterranean class.—Brown, Eose-comb Brown, White, Eose- 
comb White, Black, Dominique, Buff, and Silver Duckwing Leghorns; 
Black and White Minorcas; Andalusians and Black Spanish. 

(4) Polish class.—White-crested Black, Golden, Silver, White, Bearded 
Golden, Bearded Silver, Bearded White, and Buff laced. 

(5) Hamburg class.—Golden-spangled, Silver-spangled, Golden-pen- 
ciled, Silver-penciled, White, and Black Hamburgs; Eedcaps; Silver 
and Golden Oampines. 

(6) French class.—Houdans, Orevecœurs, and La Fleche. 
(7) English class.—White, Silver Gray, and Colored Dorkings. 
(8) Game and Game Bantam class.—Black-breasted Eed, Brown Eed, 

Golden Duckwing, Silver Duckwing, Eed Pyle, White, Black, and 
Birchen Games; the same varieties for Game Bantams. Cornish and 
White Indian Games; Malays and Black Sumatra Games. 

(9) Bantam class other than Game.—Golden and Silver Sebrights; 
White and Black Eose-comb; Booted White; Buff, Partridge, White, 
and Black Cochins; Black-tailed, White, and Black Japanese, and 
White-crested White Polish. 

(10) Miscellaneous class.—Eussians, Silkies, Sultans, Frizzles, and 
Eumpless. 

For practical purposes the above ten classes may be grouped into four 
general classes, as follows : 

(1) The general-purpose breeds : The American class. 
(2) The meat or table breeds : The Asiatic class. 
(3) The egg breeds : The Mediterranean class. 
(4) The ornamental breeds: The Polish, Exhibition Games, Miscella- 

neous, and Bantam classes. 
3 



PLYMOUTH BOOKS. 

The Plymouth Eock is the most popular of all varieties of poultry as 
a general-purpose fowl. Its medium size, hardy growth, pnd good lay- 
ing qualities make it a practical fowl for the farm. The Barred variety 
is the most generally known of the Plymouth Rocks, and its history 
dates back a little over a quarter of a century. Various bloods were 
used in its making, the belief being general that it originally came 
from a cross between the American Dominique and the Black Java. 
It has also been shown that the Light Brahma, Dark Brahma, and Pit 
Game have been used in its making. 

The Barred Plymouth Rock (fig. 1) is of a grayish-white color, regu- 
larly crossed with parallel bars of blue-black running in straight dis- 

FiG. 1.—Pair of Barred Plymouth Rocks. 

tinct lines throughout the entire length of the feather, and showing on 
the down or undercolor of the feathers. The barring is somewhat 
smaller on the hackle and saddle feathers than on other portions of 
the body. The bird is of medium size, with broad neck, flat at the 
shoulders, the breast is full, and the body broad and compact, medium- 
sized wings that fold gracefully, the points being well covered with 
breast and saddle feathers; a medium-sized head, ornamented with 
upright, bright red comb and wattles5 a large, bright eye; and yellow 
beak, legs, and toes, places the picture before us in its entirety. The 
difference between the Barred and the Pea-comb Barred is that the 
latter has a small, firm, and even pea-comb, instead of single comb. 
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For the farmer or market poultryman they are favorites, being of 
medium size, well proportioned, with a deep, full breast, making a most 
admirable bird for market purposes. They are hardy, mature early, 
and make excellent broilers from eight to twelve weeks old. They are 
good layers the year round, and in winter they lay exceptionally well. 
Their eggs are brown in color and averages to a pound. They are 
good sitters and excellent mothers. 

The Barred Plymouth Eock, besides being a practical fowl, is also 
one of the most sought after by fanciers. No class is better filled at 
the average poultry show of the country than is this.    The graceful 

Flo. 2.—Feathers of Barred Plymouth Rocks. 

figure, upright carriage, and active nature endear it to all as a fancier's 
fowl. There is a fascination in breeding it for plumage, the more 
regular and even the barring the better (fig. 2). It requires much skill 
to breed for color, and two matings are generally used. An established 
rule for mating for cockerels is to use a standard-color male with 
medium-dark females, and for pullets use light male and dark females. 
The double mating is resorted to by many, yet the writer has seen rare 
specimens produced from single matings. 

The characteristics of the Barred Plymouth Eock are noticeable in the 
other varieties of Plymouth Eocks, excepting that of color.   The size, 



































































38 

erated race compared with the improved Sussex breed. The feature in 
which this bird is most popular is its table qualities. The flesh is white 
and very delicate in texture. It is claimed by many to equal if not 
excel the French varieties. The broad, deep, and projecting breast of 
the Dorking admirably fits it for table purposes, and in this respect it 
is conceded by some to rival the Indian Games. As layers the Dork- 
ings are good, and are careful sitters and attentive mothers. They 
are profitable and splendid fowls for the farm. 

There are three varieties of Dorkings—the White, Silver Gray, and 
Colored. The White Dorking is really the purest blooded of the three, 
as for years this was the only variety which produced invariably the 
fifth toe, although the Colored and Silver Gray varieties seldom fail to 
breed this peculiarity. In color the White Dorking is of clear, unblem- 
ished, glossy white. The comb and wattles are a bright scarlet red: 
the legs are either white or a delicate flesh color. 

Silver Gray Dorkings are beautiful in plumage. The head of the cock 
is silvery white; hackle, silvery white, as free from stripes as possible5 
comb, face, ear lobes, and wattles, bright red; beak, horn color or 
white; eye, orange; breast, thigh, and under parts, black; back, 
shoulder coverts, saddle, and wing bow, pure silvery white; coverts, 
greenish black ; primaries, black, edged with white; secondaries, part 
of outer web forming wing bay, white; remainder of feathers forming 
wing butt, black; tail, greenish glossy black; legs, feet, and toe nails, 
white. The eye, beak, comb, face, wattles, legs, feet, and toe nails of 
the hen are the same as in the cock; head, silvery white, with slight 
gray markings; hackle, silvery white, clearly striped with black ; breast, 
rich robin red or salmon red, shading off to gray in the lower parts; back, 
shoulder coverts, saddle, wing bow, and wing coverts, bright silver 
gray, with minute pencilings of darker gray on each feather, the shafts 
of the feathers, white; primaries, gray or black; secondaries, gray; 
tail, gray, of a darker shade than body; quill feathers, black. 

Colored Dorkings differ from the others only in color, the general 
color of the male being black and straw color, while the female is 
marked with black and mixed gray, with breast of dark salmon edged 
with black. The combs of Dorkings differ in the three varieties ; the 
White has a rose comb, Silver Grays have single combs, and Colored 
Dorkings may have either single or rose combs, but single is preferred. 

The standard weights for Dorkings differ. The weights for Whites 
are: Cocks, 7¿ pounds; hens, 6 pounds; cockerels, 6J pounds; and 
pallets, 5 pounds. Silver Grays: Cocks, 8 pounds; hens, G¿ pounds; 
cockerels, 7 pounds; and pullets, 5¿ pounds. Colored: Cocks, 9 
pounds; hens, 7 pounds; cockerels, 8 pounds;   and i>ullets, G pounds. 

PIT  GAMES. 

The Game fowl is one of the most interesting varieties of domestic 
poultry. Its origin and history are seemingly linked with all topics 
concerning poultry and its origin, and even to this day the Game 
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class is looked upon differently from all others. There are two divi- 
sions—Pit Games and Exhibition Games—and perhaps three, which are 
as wholly different in character as though of distinct varieties. The 
Pit Gaaae is not reckoned in the standard varieties of poultry, yet for 
practical and profitable poultry keeping it surpasses the more preten- 
tious Exhibition Game. The type of the Pit Game is as distinct, 
thorough, and characteristic as any of the standard Games, differing 
in plumage and feather markings. Color is not considered in breeding 
Pits; it is muscle, bone, and strength that are sought after, bred for, 
and that distinguish it from its relative—the Exhibition Game. Note 
the contrast between the two types : The Pit is short, stout, and stocky, 
with abundant tail feathering; while the Exhibition Game is long, 
lanky, close feathered throughout, and spare in tail feathering. 

For the farm and general purposes the Pit Game has always been 
considered a practical and profitable fowl. It is hardy, matures early, 
a good layer, and fine for table purposes. Its flesh is considered of 
exceptional value for eating, being fine grained, tender, and sweet. 
The hens are splendid sitters and careful mothers. 

EXHIBITION  OAMES. 

For a long time Exhibition Games have been favorites in this 
country. By careful selection in breeding for many generations they 
have been brought to a high state of perfection. The beauty of an 
Exhibition Game is much praised in this and other countries and the 
pens are always filled at the shows. They are sought after and courted 
by fanciers, and as ornamental fowls they have few equals in the num- 
ber of their admirers. The practical qualities of the Exhibition Game 
have never been demonstrated with accuracy, their tall figures standing 
in the way of popularity and general usefulness. It should not be under- 
stood that they are unprofitable to keep, but rather not a fowl for farm 
purposes. They are usually splendid layers and excellent table fowls, 
their meat being fine grained, tender, and juicy. They are splendid 
sitters and mothers. Their tall, commanding, and striking figures are 
decided contrasts to those of other poultry, and afford a diversion to 
admirers of fine poultry. The varieties of Exhibition Games are: 
Black-breasted Eed, Brown Eed, Golden and Silver Duckwing, Eed 
Pyles, White, Black, Birchen, Cornish and White Indian, Malay, and 
Black Sumatra. 

BLACK-BREASTED  RED  GAMES. 

The history of the Black-breasted Red Game dates from the most 
remote times. They always breed uniformly and invariably alike in 
color, this uniformity being also observed in the Bantams of this name. 
The color of the Red Game cock is a bright orange; the head, hackle, 
and saddle being light red; the breast, body, and stern are black; the 
shoulders, with the exception of the shoulder coverts, are red; wing 
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bow, red; coverts, black ; tail feathers, sickles, and tail coverts, lustrous 
black; thighs, black ; shanks and feet, yellow. The hen is brown ; head 
and hackles, light golden, the hackle feathers being striped with black 
down the center; the feathers of the body, penciled with black; tail, 
black or dark brown, the upper feathers being penciled with light brown. 

The head of the cock is long, and the neck slim and snaky; breast, 
broad; great breadth across the shoulders; back, straight and sloping 
to the tail; body, hard and compact; wings, short; tail, small and 
closely folded, with few sickles and fine narrow hangers; thigh, long 
and well developed; shank, long, stout, and smooth; toes, long and 

straight. The hen is about the 
same shape as the cock, aud the 
carriage of both is bold and 
upright. The Black-breasted 
Eed Game is an excellent table 
fowl, aud a moderate layer of 
medium sized eggs of rich fiavor. 
The chicks require much care, 
as their constitutions are 
weakened from too close breed- 
ing for ornamental purposes. 

BROWN  KED   GAMES. 

The Brown Ked Game differs 
from the Black-breasted Ked 
Game in the color of the head. 
The face is dark purple; beak, 
dark brown or black; wattles, 
comb, and ear lobes, black or 
dark purple; head of cock 
orange; hackle, lemon colored, 
with a black stripe down center 
of each feather; back, lemon; 
saddle, lemon colored, striped 
like hackle ; breast, black, laced 

FIG. 34.—Silver Duckwing Game cockerel. 

with lemon; shoulders, black; shoulder coverts, lemon; wing bows, 
lemon, and the coverts glossy black; tail, lustrous black; shanks and 
feet, dark yellow, nearly black. 

GOLDEN  AND   SILVER.  DUCKWING  GAMES. 

The Golden and Silver Duckwing Games aré similar in markings, the 
only difference being that the Silver Duckwing Cock (fig. 34) is white 
where the Golden Duckwing is golden or straw color. In both varieties 
the face, comb, wattles, and ear lobes are red; the beak, horn; breast, 
tail, and thighs, black; shanks and feet, yellow. In the Golden the 
head of the cock is straw color; back, golden; wing bow, golden, the 
wing coverts forming a distinct black bar across the wing. These 
points are white in the Silver Duckwing. 
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BED  PYLE  GAMES. 

The plumage of head and the hackle of the Eed Pyle Game cock 
(fig. 35) varies from bright orange to chestnut; back, crimson; breast, 
white, laced with chestnut; body, white; wings, crimson, transversed 
with a white bar; tail and tail coverts, white ; the head of hen is chest- 
nut; hackle, white, edged with yellow; back, white; breast, salmon: 
wings, white or chestnut tinged; tail, white; shanks and feet of both 
cock and hen are yellow or willow. 
Eed Pyles are similar in markings 
to the Black-breasted Eeds, white 
being substituted for black (fig. 39). 

WHITE  AND BLACK GAMES. 

These two varieties differ only 
in color from the others of their 
breed. The plumage of the White 
Game is a pure, spotless white; 
beak, shanks, and feet, yellow; 
comb, wattles, and ear lobes, red. 
The Black Game is a lustrous 
black in plumage; beak, shanks, 
and feet, black; comb, wattles, and 
ear lobes, deep red. 

BIRCHEN  GAMES. 

Birchen Games are silvery white 
and black; head, hackle, back, and 
saddle of cock are silvery white, 
with a narrow black stripe in center 
of each hackle and saddle feather; breast black, each feather laced with 
silvery white; wing coverts, glossy black; tail and thighs, black; 
shanks and feet, dark willow or black; comb, wattles, and ear lobes, 
dark purple or black. The hen is black, except the hackle, which is 
silvery white, with a dark stripe down the center of each feather. 

CORNISH  AND  WHITE  INDIAN   GAMES. 

The Indian Game (figs. 36 and 37) has many fine qualities to recom- 
mend it to the breeder, and for many years past has been one of the 
most popular of fowls. In plumage the male is green-black without 
penciling; the wings, chestnut, with bay and metallic black wing bar; 
the feathers of the neck hackle are short and hard, green-black, with 
delicate crimson-brown shafts. The plumage of the hen is very difficult 
to obtain by breeding, and should be a combination of nut-brown and 
green-black throughout, green predominating. Along the breastbone 
of both male and female the feathers part and allow the skin to show 

FIG. 35.—Red Pyle Game cock. 
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just at or above the upper point of the keel-bone. This is a distinctive 
feature of the breed? and shows from the time the chicks shed the down. 
The breast is very wide, round, and prominent, and should always be 
oval and full in contour; the thighs are well rounded, nicely tapering, 
and thick and meaty next the body ; shanks, very stout, well scaled, and 
deep orange in color; back toe should be almost flat on the ground ; tail, 
close and hard, carried well out, and sickles rather short; wings, tightly 
folded, the ends of the secondaries rounding off abruptly and resting 
close against the tail or just above it; eye, yellow approaching gray; 

FIG. 36.—Pair of White Indian Gamea. 

beak, yellow, or striped with horn color.   The Indian Game is a beautiful 
bird, and its every movement bespeaks its high breeding. 

MALAY  GAMES. 

The Malays (fig. 38) are supposed to be of the parent stock of the Black 
Javas. They have never been popular in this country and are bred for 
exhibition only, not possessing qualities for practical purposes. They 
are of medium size, and in carriage are particularly upright and power- 
ful looking, the back standing almost always at an angle of forty-five 
degrees. Their plumage is very close, and red or maroon and black. 
The body tapers from the broad shoulders to the tail, which droops 
almost in a straight line with the back. The thighs are long and 
powerful.   A striking feature of the Malay is the head.   It is long 
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and snaky, the brows over the eyes heavy and projecting, giving the 
bird a cruel and fierce expression; 
the neck is long, and scanty of hackle ; 
the skin of the throat is a bright red, 
and the scantiness of the plumage 
causes the red to show distinctly. 
This is a characteristic of the breed. 
The wattles and ear lobes are slight in 
development; theshanks and toes are 
bright yellow.    The Malays are large 
and hardy, and are used for crossing 
with other breeds to infuse vigor and 
size.   In disposition they are reputed 
to be very savage, and in battle often 
literally tear their opponents to pieces. 

BLACK  SUMATRA  GAMES. 

Although a beautiful bird and pOS- FlG' 37,—Cornish Indian Game hen. 

sessing many fine points worthy the 
consideration of the fancier and breeder, tthe Black Sumatra game is 

little known. It is gentle 
of disposition and atten- 
tive to its young. There 
is considerable comment 
against the Sumatras on 
account of thelong flowing 
tail and apparent lack of 
pit qualities; but as to 
this those who have wit- 
nessed their defense of 
their mates and young dif- 
fer. They may be slow in 
opening a conflict, but 
when occasion demands no 
bird can show a greater 
amount of staying powers 
than the Sumatras. In 
plumage they are a rich, 
lustrous black throughout. 
The tail is long and droop- 
ing, with an abundance of 
long, flowing sickle feath- 
ers and coverts. This is 
a point which severs all 
'connection with the Pit 

FIG. 38.—Malay Game cock. 

Game and places them in the front rank of the ornamental breeds. 
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GAME BANTAMS. 

Game Bantams are diminutive representatives of the Exhibition 
Games. The color of plumage, markings, and shape must correspond 
with these features in the Game which bears its name, the diminutive 
size being the only distinguishing feature between the two. The cocks 
average 22 ounces in weight, the hens 20 ounces. The Malay Bantams 
average 2 ounces heavier. 

SEBRIOHT  BANTAMS. 

Bantams are purely ornamental poultry and are kept for pleasure 
exclusively, though some contend they are profitable for eggs and table. 
This is hardly reasonable to suppose, as their diminutive size and small 
eggs would hardly pay for their keep other than for fancy purposes. 

The Golden and Silver 
Sebright Bantams were 
originated in the early 
part of the present cen- 
tury by crossing a com- 
mon Bantam with a 
Polish fowl and breed- 
ing the cross to a hen- 
feathered Bantam. After 
many years of successful 
breeding beautiful birds 
have been p r o d u c e d 
which breed true to type. 

The plumage of the bird 
is rich golden yellow in 
the Golden variety, and 
silvery white in the Silver 
variety. The feathers of 

each variety are distinctly laced with a narrow edging of black. The 
head is small and surmounted by a bright red rose comb ; the neck is 
well arched and hen-feathered 5 the back is short and free from saddle 
feathers; the breast is round and'full and the body compact^ the wings 
are large and carried so low as almost to cover the hocks; the thighs 
are short, and the shanks and toes slate color. The cocks weigh from 
24 to 2G ounces, the hens about 20 ounces. 

KOSE-COMB  BANTAMS. 

Bose-comb Bantams are miniature Hamburgs. There are two 
varieties—the Black and the White. The cocks have a small, round 
head; a short and slightly curved beak; large, prominent, bright eyes; 
rose comb, square in front, fitting firmly on the head, evenly corrugated 
on the upper surface, and ending in a spike with a slight upward curve ; 

FIG. 39.—Pair of Hed Pyle Games. 
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flat, closely fitting ear lobes ; broad, thin, smooth, and well-rounded wat- 
tles; neck; small at the head, increasing in size as it approaches the 
shoulders, nicely arched, and canied well back; abundant hackle of 
good length, sweeping over the shoulders and tapering toward the 
tail; long and plentiful saddle feathers; full, round breast, carried 
prominently forward; plump, compact, and symmetrical body; wings 
large, the points carried low, the secondaries slightly expanded; full, 
expanded tail, carried rather high and furnished with long curving 
sickles and coverts ; short, well-rounded thighs, and short, clean, taper- 
ing shanks. 

The head of the hen should be small and neatly rounded; eyes 
bright and full; comb of the same character as the cock?s, but smaller 
and neater; flat, smooth, ear lobes; small wattles; short, tapering 
neck, carried well back; short back; full, prominent breast; compact 
body; ample wings, but not drooping so much as the cock?s; full, ex- 
panded, upright tail; short, round thighs, and short, tapering shanks. 

The plumage of the Black Rose-comb Bantam is lustrous black, and 
of the White, pure spotless white. The beak of the Black is black or 
dark horn color; of the white, yellow. The ear lobes of the Black are 
puro white; of the White, red. The shanks of the Black are dark, 
leaden blue; of the White, yellow. 

BOOTED  WHITE  BANTAMS. 

Booted White Bantams are distinguished, as their name implies, by 
heavily feathered, or booted, shanks. They have small heads and 
medium-sized single combs. The hackles are long and partly cover the 
shoulders ; the wings are large and slightly drooping ; the tail is upright, 
with long sickles and abundant coverts; thighs, medium in length, and 
covered with long, stiff feathers, or vulture hocks, which nearly reach 
the ground ; toes and shanks, yellow.   The plumage is pure white. 

COCHIN BANTAMS. 

Cochin Bantams—Buff, Partridge, White, and Black—are in both 
color and shape the same as their larger ancestors. They are the 
largest of the Bantam class. The cock weighs about 28 ounces, the hen 
24 ounces. 

JAPANESE BANTAMS. 

The striking beauty and peculiar-shaped tails of the Black-tailed 
Japanese Bantams (fig. 40) make them great favorites and place them 
in the front rank of the Bantam class. They are white, excepting 
the tail and wings. The tail is black ; the sickles black, edged with white. 
The wings are large and long, with drooping points; the color of the 
primaries and secondaries is dark slate, edged with white. When the 
wing is folded it shows only white. The tail is expanded and carried 
in an upright position^ almost touching the back of the head; sickles, 
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long and gracefully curved.   The shanks are free from feathers and 
bright golden in color. 

The White and Black Japanese Bantams are the same in size and 
shape as the Black-tailed Japanese. The beak? shanks, and toes of the 
White are yellow, and those of the Black are yellow, or yellow shaded 
with black. The color of the White is pure white; of the Black, a 
lustrous black. 

POLISH BANTAMS. 

Polish Bantams are of American origin, and appeared about 1872, pro- 
duced by an accidental cross of a White Polish cock and a common hen. 
At first the chicks had small crests and the plumage was often disfig- 

ured by foul feathers, 
but under careful breed- 
ing the color has been 
established, so that foul 
feathers no longer ap- 
pear and the crests have 
been nearly doubled în 
size. They were admit 
ted to the Standard in 
1879-80, and since then 
they have been disseini 
nated throughout the 
country, although they 
are as yet comparatively 
rare, in perfection. 

ORNAMENTAL POUL- 

TRY. 

FIG. 40.—Black-tailed Japanese Bantam cock. 

ornamental in character and purpose, 
either prolific for eggs or superior for table purposes. 

The Standard recog- 
nizes several varieties of 
poultry which are purely 

They can not be considered as 

RUSSIANS. 

The Eussian fowl is supposed to have been introduced into this 
country about fifty years ago, but the breed finds little, if any, favor 
here, and as a result it has become run down and scattered promis- 
cuously. In size the birds are medium, the cocks weighing 8| pounds, 
the hens, ß¿ pounds. The cock has a well-formed head, rather large in 
size -, stout, curved, black or horn-colored beak ; rose comb, without spikes 5 
full, heavy beard, which curves around to the back of the eyes; medium- 
sized ear lobes; long, pendulous wattles; well-arched neck; broad back, 
tapering to the tail; full, round breast; compact, broad body; wings of 
medium size; strong thighs; legs of medium length and dark, lead color; 
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the bottom of the foot, yellow 5 tail, erect and free from long sickle 
feathers. The hen is bearded like the cock 5 comb, similar but smaller ; 
back of less width; fall breast; tail of medium size, and carried moder- 
ately erect; legs, same as cock's. 

SILKY FOWLS. 

Silky fowls are not extensively bred in this country, but in England 
are very popular. Their soft, webless feathers, when in prime condi- 
tion, are exceedingly loose and fluffy, standing out from the body in all 
directions, giving the fowl the appearance of a large bird, which their 
weight does not justify. 
The cocks weigh from 2¿ to 
4 pounds, while the weight 
of the hens is from 2 to 2¿ 
X)ounds. 

The birds are of rather 
square, compact Cochin 
build; crested, the cock's 
crest running back hori- 
zontally, while the hen's is 
globular; five-toed ; feather- 
]egged; rose comb, lumpy, 
in appearance and dark 
purple in color 5 ear lobes, 
blue or purple tinged with 
white;    skin,    violet,    ap-    t=¡§ 

FIG. 41 Sultan cock. 

preaching black, the cover- 
ing of the bones being of 
the same color; shanks, 
dark blue or black; plum- 
age, white and downy. 
Silkies lay a small egg of a pale buff color, and lay 10 to 25 before 
wanting to sit. They make excellent mothers, and are very valuable 
to hatch and rear the tender little ones of the more delicate varieties. 

SULTANS. 

Sultans (fig. 41) were exported from Turkey into England about 1854, 
and did not reach America till some years later. They might with pro- 
priety be classed with the Polish, considering the characteristics which 
they possess. A compact crest surmounts the head and they are full 
bearded. Two small spikes constitute the comb. The neck and saddle 
hackles are large, long, and flowing. The legs are heavily feathered and 
booted, and hocks vultured. They possess a fifth toe. The tail is full 
and erect, and in the cock is well sickled. While their beauty is their 
chief recommendation, they lay claim to modest usefulness—but only as 
layers, being too small for table fowls. They thrive well on a limited 
range or in confinement, and owing to their docility make excellents pets. 
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PEIZZLED FOWLS. 

Frizzled fowls are the most grotesque members of the poultry family. 
Their name is applied from the peculiar manner in which their feathers 
curve upward and backward at the ends, as if in defiance of nature's 
laws. This curving is most conspicuous in the hackle and saddle feath- 
ers. As these birds vary in color, there is no rule for judging their plu- 
mage except that it must have the peculiar upward curve; any color 
is admissible. The combs may be either double or single. Frizzled 
fowls are reported to be hardy, and very early and good layers. 

FIG. 42.—Long-tailed Japanese Game, or Phoenix, cook. 

YOKOHAMA FOWLS. 

Yokohama fowls (fig. 42) are noted for the great length of the tail 
and hackle feathers. Another variety, said to be superior in these points, 
is called Phoenix fowls. The Fung or Phoenix fowl is one of the myths 
of the Japanese religion, and is often seen in Japanese pictures. It is 
thought the Yokohama fowls are like those in the paintings, hence the 
name Phoenix is applied to the breed. The tails of these fowls average 
about a yard in length, and their colors and general appearance are 
those of the Games. 

(NOTE.—In view of the numerous applications received by the Department of Agri- 
culture for eggs and chickens of standard varieties as herein described, the reader 
is informed that these can not be supplied by this Department. Persons desiring 
either birds or eggs are referred to reliable dealers, whose advertisements appear in 
poultry journals and other agricultural publications.) 


